
WHEN PPCR IS REQUIRED BY NON-TRANSPORT FIRST RESPONSE VEHICLES 
THAT HOLD AN EMS VEHICLE PERMIT: 
 
Any response for a call for EMS needs to be documented.  This would include cancellations, 
public assist, treat and releases, transfer of care to another unit etc. 
 
The only responses that do not have to be reported are non-EMS related responses such as fire 
related responses, prescheduled testing, discharges from hospitals, scheduled admissions and 
administrative use of permitted vehicles. 
 
 
1) All incidents where the vehicle is dispatched to provide EMS care. Whether or not any patient 
care is provided or patient refusals obtained (including cancelled responses).   
 
Example: 
 
A first response engine responds to an incident at the local baseball field. The engine’s crew 
assesses the patient and splints the patient’s injured leg. (PPCR required.)  The response 
information should be documented as well as care provided up to the point it was turned over to 
the transporting unit or unit documenting a patient refusal. 
 
A QRV responds to a reported cardiac arrest and begins CPR until the transporting ambulance 
arrives and treats the patient. (PPCR required.) The response information should be documented 
as well as care provided up to the point it was turned over to the transporting unit or unit 
documenting a patient refusal or cease resuscitation. 
 
 
2) Other incidents where patient care is provided (including refusals) when the vehicle was 
dispatched for other purposes. 
 
Examples: 
 
A first response engine responds to a traffic crash to “wash down” antifreeze leaking from a 
truck.  After the engine arrives, the truck’s driver collapses in the street and the engine’s crew 
provides care until an ambulance arrives. (PPCR required.) The response information should be 
documented as well as care provided up to the point it was turned over to the transporting unit or 
unit documenting a patient refusal or treat and release (public assist). 
 
 
WHEN A PPCR IS NOT REQUIRED BY NON-TRANSPORT FIRST RESPONSE 
VEHICLES THAT HOLD A CLASS “A” EMS VEHICLE PERMIT: 
 
Incidents where the vehicle is dispatched for non-EMS activities and no patient care is provided 
(including refusals). This may include incidents where other agency EMS units do provide 
patient care. 
 



Example: 
 
An engine responds to a warehouse fire and is assigned to the back of the building.  An injured 
worker comes out of the front of the building and is treated by an ambulance crew already on-
scene.  The engine’s crew never sees or treats this patient so no PPCR is required. 
 
Patrol Car 46 responds to a traffic crash and is assigned to direct traffic at the scene.  A patient is 
treated by a responding ambulance and the patrol officer never sees or treats this patient so no 
PPCR is required. 


